he been master of his own will, have engaged himself, rather than on any other subject.1
1747 : JETAT. 38.]—IN 1747 it.is supposed that the Gentleman's Magazine for May was enriched by him with five1 short poetical pieces, distinguished by three asterisks. The first is a translation, or rather a paraphrase, of a Latin Epitaph on Sir Thomas Hammer. Whether the Latin was his, or not, I have never heard, though I should think it probably was, if it be certain that he wrote the English2 ; as to which my only cause of doubt
time' of his life had he been an- ardent Jacobite. ' I have heard him declare,1 writes Boswell, 'that if holding up his right hand would have secured, victory at Culloden to Prince Charles's army, he was not sure he would have held it up;' post, July 14, 1763. 'He had nevef in his life been in a nonjuring meeting-house ;' fast, June 9, 1784.
For the iact that he wrote very liftle, if indeed anything', in the Gent. Mag. during these years more than one reason may be given. In the first place, public affairs take tip an unusual amount of room in its columns. Thus in the number for Dec. 1745 we read:—'Our readers being too much alarmed by the present rebellion to relish with their usual delight the Debates in the Senate of LilHput we shall postpone them for a season, that we, may be able to furnish out a fuller entertainment of what we find to be more suitable to their present taste.' In the Preface it is stated:—'We have sold more of our books than we desire for several months past, and are heartily sorry for the occasion of it, VOL. I.
the present troubles.-1 During these years then much less space was given to literature. But besides this, Johnson likely enough refused to write for the Magazine when it shewed itself strongly Hanoverian. He would highly disapprove of A New Protestant Litany^ which was written after the following fashion :— ' May Spaniards, or French, all who
join with a Highland, In disturbing the peace of this our
blcss'd island-,
Meet tempests1 on sea and halters on dry land.
We beseech Thee to hear us, good Lord.'
Gent. Mag. xv. 551. He would he disgusted the following year at seeing the Duke of Cumberland praised as ' the greatest man alive'   (Genii.  Mag. xvi.  235),  and sung in verse that would have almost disgraced Gibber (p. 36).    It is remarkable that there is no- mention of John'son's Plan of a Dictionary in the Magdzine.    Perhaps some coolness had risen between him and Cave. 1 Boswell proceeds to mention six. ° In Mrs. Williams's Miscellanies, N                                                   is.nt or concealed on account of some difficulties which had arisen through the rebellion of 1745 is absurd. At no
